In reply to a question by the President he agreed that the general health was the most Spontaneous fracture through the neck of the femur occurred nearly five and a half years ago, when the patient was 6 years old.
History.-Boy, now aged 111 years, only child of moderately healthy parents.
Birth weight 9 lb.; instruments used at delivery; bottle fed; always a weakly child.
In March, 1924, he had a severe attack of measles, complicated by acute mastoiditis, for which an operation was performed in the following June. Immediately after this, chickenpox developed, and he was finally discharged from hospital on October 17, 1925. and was admitted to King s C:ollege Hospital later the same day.
A skiagram showed a well-defined oval clearance in the neck of the femur, with a fracture running through it (fig. 1) .
The limb was put up in ai Thomas splint in abduction, with a weight extension. This was replaced, after three weeks, by a double long Liston splint, with a hinge opposite the afFected joint, so that the limb could be held in full abduction.
The splint remained on for ten weeks, and after a further period of recumbency the patient was allowed to walk with a caliper.
The cyst slowly became obliterated by bone, and at the end of the second year could hardly be made out in a skiagram. In the most recent skiagram it is seen to have entirely disappeared, and to have been replaced by an area of bone rather denser than that surrounding it. The fracture resulted in a coxa vara, for which osteotomy was performed in July, 1927, nearly three years after injury.
Present measurements: Actual shortening, 11 in., apparent shortening, + in.
The report of other cases shown at this meeting will be published in the next number of the "PROCEEDINGS."'
